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rudimentary forms of worship still subconscious^ active m the
human imagination It has only needed a fev, fanatics, char-
latans, and notonous swindlers to revrs e among the peoples of
Euiope, under the veneer of ci\ ihzation, these piehr?toric
elements of religious belief "

Dr Blahous got up from his desk He had just finished the
three hundred and forty-sixth page of his little article, but
still he did not feel wean,- " I must think out an effective
finish," he said to himself, " some reflections on progress and
science, on the suspicious bene\olence of the Go\einment
towards religious heterodoxy, and on the necessity of present-
ing a fighting front to reaction, and so forth."

The youthful savant, borne on the wmgs of his enthusiasm,
\\ent to the window and leaned out into the quiet night It
was half-past four in trie morning Dr Blahous looked out on
the dark street, sbmering a little with the cold of the night
Everywhere was the stillness of death, not a glimmer of light
showed in any human habitation The Lecturer raised his
eyes to the sky It was already paling a little, but it still shone
in its infinite sublimity, sown with stars " How long it is since
I looked at the sky! " came suddenly into the scholar's mind
" Good heavens, it is more than thirty years' "

And then he felt a delicious coolness about his brow, as
though someone had taken his head in cool and spotless hands
" I'm so lonely," the old man sighed, " so ternbly lonely all the
time ' Yes, stroke my hair a little. Alas, it is thirty long years
since anyone's hand was laid upon my brow' "

Dr Blahous stood there in the window, stiff and shaking.
" There is something here all about me," he suddenly per-
ceived with a sweet and overwhelming emotion t{ Dear God,
I am not alone after all' Someone's arm is around me, some-
one is beside me > oh, if he would only stay' "

If his landlady had entered the room a. little later, she would
have seen him standing in the window with both arms raised